English 378: Special Topics in Film and Literature

Rationale

English 378 (Special Topics in Film and Literature) is the new number for what used to be English 578.01 (Special Topics in Film and Literature).  The English department requests the change in order to make the course available to a broader GEC audience.  The course will be taught in a 90-student lecture format with one professor and one GTA who will act as grader.

We include a syllabus from the old 578.01 course for purposes of comparison.

The reconfigured 378 is ideally suited for inclusion in the General Education Curriculum (Section 5 Arts and Humanities; Section B Analysis of texts and Works of Art; 2 VPA) which has the following Goals/Rationale and Learning Objectives:
GEC Goals/Rationale:

Students evaluate significant writing and works of art. Such studies develop capacities for

aesthetic and historical response and judgment; interpretation and evaluation; critical listening, reading, seeing, thinking, and writing; and experiencing the arts and reflecting on that experience.

GEC Learning Objectives:

1. Students develop abilities to be enlightened observers or active participants in the visual, spatial, musical, theatrical, rhetorical, or written arts.

2. Students describe and interpret achievement in the arts and literature.

3. Students explain how works of art and literature express social and cultural issues.
Specific Course Learning Objectives:
• to provide students with a dynamic and vital foundation for life-long learning; to provide students with tools to make connections and navigate between the dominant narrative forms of modern western society—novels, drama, and film. 

• to give students the tools to make connections across narrative forms and different media; to give students the tools and skills that can be brought to bear in doing similar work across the students’ experiences both in and out of the classroom.

• to familiarize students with methodologies from several disciplines--including literature and literary history, visual culture, film studies, and media studies.

• to get students to synthesize knowledge and ideas that explicitly transcend traditional academic boundaries and categories, contributing directly to this vital goal of the general education curriculum.

• to help students put into dialogue traditional and experimental methodologies of humanistic inquiry and analysis.

Assessment Plan

An assessment of whether the course objectives are in fact being met is most easily and effectively carried out by an examination of the work students are actually required to do for the course.  

Students’ development as enlightened readers of film and literature, their ability to describe and interpret achievement in the arts and literature, and their ability to explain how works of art and literature express social and cultural issues will be assessed through a combination of take home papers, in-class examinations, and quizzes.
This course will be assessed by the Director of Undergraduate Studies and the English Department Course Director for Film & Popular Culture Studies who will consult with the Oversight Committee of the Film Studies Program annually for input on how the course is interfacing with the broader University curriculum in Film Studies.

We believe that sampling should provide us with an adequate assessment of whether or not this course is in fact living up to its goals.  We will randomly sample (and duplicate) specific assignments and projects from approximately 5% of the class.  The departmental Course Director for 378 will evaluate sample assignments and projects to gauge how well the goals of the course seem to be reflected and communicate the findings to instructors of the course and to appropriate departmental committees. The Course Director for 378 will also assess the improvement over time, comparing selected students’ performance on assignments early in the term to their performance on the final project to see if improvement has in fact occurred, and communicating the findings to instructors of the course and to appropriate departmental committees.

We are also interested in getting the students’ self-assessment of the course and of their performance in it.  To that end, instructors of 378 will ask students to complete discursive evaluations that invite comment on both the course instruction and on their performance vis a vis the learning objectives of the course.  

Note on the assessment criteria for sampled exams and papers

The criteria that we will be using in the assessment will be similar to those the instructor will have used in grading assignments in the first place.  We will, however, pay somewhat less attention to the factual specifics of the students’ work than to what it reveals about whether they understood the nature of the assignment task and the learning objectives it entails.  As far as possible, the Course Director for 378 will try to determine whether shortcomings in this area are correlated to the individual student’s poor attendance in class, or whether they result from miscommunication on the part of the instructor.  Although we are most concerned with the latter case, we will also work on various strategies for increasing attendance if that seems to be a particular problem.  When necessary, the Course Director will work with individual instructors to improve communication of the course expectations and content.

Timeline for assessment

Each quarter, every time the course is taught, we will follow the same schedule:

Weeks 1-3
Sampling of early assignments

Weeks 9-10
Sampling of final projects



Student assessment of course and their performance in it

Week 11
Samples read and evaluated by Course Director

The Course Director for 378 will be responsible for making sure that instructors and students’ overall evaluations of the course have at least remained steady or, better, improved; if that proves not to be the case, we will attempt to use the information we have collected to make what seem the appropriate adjustments to the course content and structure.

